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Discussion points 
• Methods for achieving greater open access to 
research outputs and promoting 
discoverability 
• Open access and its relationship with return 
on public funding and impact of research 
• Open access and tools of measurement of 
impact 
Methods for achieving greater open 
access to research outputs and 
promoting discoverability 
Get your work out there… 
Hidden work has no impact 
• Almost all Australian institutional research is 
publicly funded 
• But the majority of published research work is 
behind subscription paywalls 
• If the vast majority of the world cannot see your 
work what kind of impact is it having? 
• “The thing people worry about the most is being 
scooped, and the thing that matters the least is 
being scooped. The thing that matters the most is 
being ignored” Professor Gary King, Harvard University 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jD6CcFxRelY  
Publication is research 
OUTPUT 
communicating research 
is the research OUTCOME 
Increasing levels of accessibility 
1. Publish work 
2. Make work available: 
– Deposit a copy into a repository, or 
– Publish work in an open access journal 
3. Tell people work is available 
– Tweet, blog, ResearchGate, Academia.edu, 
Instagram, whatever 
4. Share work in understandable language 
– Write a blog 
– Write an article for The Conversation 
– Put yourself onto the Experts List 
 
 
 
1. Publish work: 
Average no of times an article is cited? 
• H‐index scores 
in 2011 and 
increases from 
2009, School of 
Public Health, 
University of 
Sydney.  
• http://sydney.edu.a
u/medicine/public-
health/research/201
1-Hindex-report.pdf 
 
2. Make work available 
• Two ways to make research open access: 
– Publish as usual and place an author’s copy in an 
institutional or subject-based repository (eg: 
PubMed Central) 
• Green open access (secondary OA) 
– Publish in an open access journals (sometimes 
there is an article processing charge) 
• Gold open access (born OA) 
3. Tell people work is available 
• "if you want people to read your papers, make them open 
access, and let the community know (via blogs, twitter, etc.) 
where to get them.. Not rocket science. But worth spending 
time doing. 
• “What became clear to me very quickly was the correlation 
between talking about my research online and the spike in 
downloads of my papers from our institutional repository.” 
 
• Terras, M. (2012). The impact of social media on the dissemination of 
research: Results of an  experiment.     Journal for Digital Humanities, 1(3). 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/dis/people/melissaterras  
4. Share work in understandable 
language 
Open access and its relationship 
with return on public funding and 
impact of research 
12 
Who benefits from open access? 
RETURN ON PUBLIC FUNDING 
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Why open access? 
• Academics provide the publishing industry: 
– Papers 
– Editorial services (board and editors) 
– Peer review 
– for free (or at least paid for by the public purse) 
• Subscriptions to journals are enormous - Currently the 
university sector pays ~$87million annually in subscription 
costs 
• In some disciplines it can take up to 5 YEARS for an accepted 
paper to be published 
It is expensive! 
Why open access? 
Elsevier’s annual reports years 2002-2011: 
• 2002: £429m profit on £1295m revenue – 33.18% 
• 2003: £467m profit on £1381m revenue – 33.82% 
• 2004: £460m profit on £1363m revenue – 33.75% 
• 2005: £449m profit on £1436m revenue – 31.25% 
• 2006: £465m profit on £1521m revenue – 30.57% 
• 2007: £477m profit on £1507m revenue – 31.65% 
• 2008: £568m profit on £1700m revenue – 33.41% 
• 2009: £693m profit on £1985m revenue – 34.91% 
• 2010: £724m profit on £2026m revenue – 35.74% 
• 2011: £768m profit on £2058M revenue – 37.3% 
 
http://www.reedelsevier.com/investorcentre/reports%202007/Pages/Home.aspx  
 
 
 
Commercial STM publisher 
 
Profit in 2010 or early 2011 Percentage 
Elsevier   £724m on revenue of £2b 36% 
Springer‘s Science+Business Media  £294m on revenue of £866m  33.9% 
John Wiley & Sons $106m on revenue of $253m 42% 
 
Academic division of Informa plc £47m on revenue of £145m  32.4% 
 
What does Elsevier’s profit of 35.74% mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• From: “The obscene profits of commercial scholarly publishers”, January 13, 2012  
http://svpow.com/2012/01/13/the-obscene-profits-of-commercial-scholarly-publishers/  
 
What paying for Amount Where money goes 
Downloading a PDF from a 
journal 
$37.95 $13.56 to shareholders 
Hybrid open access 
payment 
$3000 $1072.20 to shareholders 
Library payment for bundle 
of Elsevier subscriptions 
$1.7 million $607,580 to shareholders 
Any reason $23783  Enough to sponsor US Representative 
to fund Research Works Act 
RETURN ON PUBLIC FUNDING 
ARC & NHMRC - OA policies 
• ARC (introduced 1 January 2013) 
– All outputs (including books) 
– 2013 grants onward (we will not see OA output for 
several years) 
• NHMRC (introduced 1 July 2012) 
– Journal articles only 
– Any publication after 1 July 2012 regardless of the 
grant 
 
Reactions to ARC proposal from 
academic community 
• Confusion about green and gold 
– most academics think OA means paying for 
publication 
• Major concerns about book publishers going 
under 
– Concern this is their way of being measured 
– ‘But we write books’ 
• General fear of publishers 
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Requirements of ARC & NHMRC policies 
http://aoasg.org.au 
What is unusual about these mandates? 
• The requirement for material to be available in 
an institutional repository 
• Other mandates around the world: 
– Require publication in an OA journal (eg: 
Wellcome Trust), or 
– Require deposit in a subject based repository (eg: 
NIH into PubMed Central) 
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ARC & NHMRC policy decision tree 
http://aoasg.org.au 
¼ of all Australian unis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://aoasg.org.au/resources /  
 
IMPACT OF RESEARCH 
2012 National Research Investment 
Plan 
• “Science and research are 
also essential inputs to 
government policy 
development and program 
evaluation. Governments 
have an increasing need to 
systematically and 
effectively incorporate 
robust science and research 
evidence into the policy 
making process across the 
full range of government 
responsibilities”. (p 13) 
http://www.innovation.gov.au/research/Documents/NationalResearchInvestmentPlan.pdf  
 
 
IMPACT OF RESEARCH 
There’s a whole world out there 
• Start up technology 
companies 
• General Practitioners 
• Teachers 
• Pharmacists 
• Accountants 
• Nurses 
IMPACT OF RESEARCH 
 
15-year-old  develops pancreatic 
cancer test 
Open access and tools of 
measurement of impact 
MEASURING IMPACT 
33 
Traditional ways to assess value 
• 1955 – Eugene Garfield founded Institute for Scientific Information 
& Science Citation Index 
– Based on a calculation of no of citations 
• 1972 – Journal Impact Factor 
– Averages the number of citations per article in a journal 
• early 2000’s – bought by Thompson Reuter’s Web of Science and 
Web of Knowledge 
– Still based on citations & JIF 
• 2004-2009 – others jumped on the bandwagon  
– Elsevier’s SciVerse Scopus  - http://www.info.sciverse.com/scopus  
– Google Scholar - http://scholar.google.com.au/  
– Microsoft’s Academic Search - 
http://academic.research.microsoft.com/ 
• Variations on a theme - still relying on citation data from 
bibliographic databases 
• IFs rank journals, not articles 
Does OA increase citations? 
• Generally there is a positive effect – many studies: 
– The effect of open access and downloads ('hits') on 
citation impact: a bibliography of studies” 
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html 
 
• But lower quality material gets lost in the soup: 
– The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Poorer: The Effect of 
Open Access on Cites to Science Journals Across the 
Quality Spectrum – Mark McCabe & Christopher Snyder 
(23 May 
2013)http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id
=2269040  
MEASURING IMPACT 
Most downloaded from QUT ePrints 
PLOS ONE metrics page (1) 
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PLOS ONE metrics view (2) 
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Article level metrics 
Impact is increasingly on the agenda 
• “Impact happens outside the academy” 
– Lisa Schofield – General Manager Research Outcomes & 
Policy Branch, DIISRTE - Valuing the Humanities, 19th 
February 2013, National Library of Australia 
• “Assessing Research Impact” Govt discussion 
paper 
– AOASG recommended that making work OA and 
download counts be used as a measure 
– http://aoasg.org.au/2013/08/26/assessing-research-impact-aoasg-submission/  
 
Broader impact? 
http://svpow.com/2013/05/11/the-sv-pow-open-access-decision-tree/ 
Questions? 
Australian Open Access Support Group 
 
w: http://aoasg.org.au 
e: eo@aoasg.org.au 
p: 02 6125 6839 
t: @openaccess_oz  
